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COLLECTED COLUMNS

Uplifted by
a pessimist

RIFL LEVE IS 2 pessimist, She's
a hypochondriac, an Olympic-
league worrier, and expends
aconsiderableamountof
energy and intellecion on figuring
out how, precisely, it’s all going togo
wrong.
Sheis also very funny. Eeyore
meets Woody Allen. Or, as Joan Rivers
described her, “the love child of David
Sedaris and Fran Leibowitz”. But then
you probably know that, having read
her Big Bagel columns a couple of
years or so ago in thisvery newspaper,
and no doubt her Cassandrg columns
too, much beloved in the Sunday
Times.
Andnow here’s Cassandra inall
her glory, graduating from column
to book form to forecast our doom
in The Cassandra Chromnicles {Porip-
bello, £12.99). If we've any sense, we'll
listen. She has a gloomy view on eve-
rything, from blind dates to food sex,
via dogs committing suicide and the
soliciting of second opinions. Leve has
atremendouseye for
Llevehas the trivial but deeply

anevefor important stuff of
th:.gﬁat life. “The more ] think

but deeply aboutit, the morel

. realise how impor-
important 565 toworry,
stuffoflife withoutworrying
about the worst-case
scenario, how would we prepare for
things like illness, tragedy and death?”

Quite right. And how very, very Jewish.

Theeffect of such a concentrated
dose of negativity can be a little over-
whelming at first — some of the early
chapters here are genuinely quite
depressing, “All my lifel'vehadto
have something to look forward to,
and it’s a constant struggle toreplen-
ish.1t’s exhausting, like laundry As
soon as it'sdone, you're already into
the next load.” But when thisis con-
veyed with such an accomplished
comic touch, ultimately it cannot
help but cheer you up.

Leve’s deconstructions of back-
handed compliments; her conjecture
about the life of a Victoria Secretbra
scientist, her comparisons of medi-
cal services in London and New York
are all sharp, witty and ruthlessly
observed. For the reader, it could be
worse, she says —you could be her. But
from where 'm sitting that is far from
aterrible thing, because she writes
brilliantly — even, perhaps especially,
when preparing for the worst: “When
1gotinto the lifi there was awoman
with a hump, I could have a hump.
Everyone has problems. I need to
rememberthat”
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